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SR sow-thistle, smooth 5’_" P 4" and brighten up the landscape. However, they can be tricky to establish and = {,
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. less mayweed and LHENES W4 @ Location: Select sites that don't have existing noxious weed problems. Y
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bindweed. Hedge- - Less fertile soils are better at discouraging grasses that can quickly swamp
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such as hogweed, ™ - - Seed choice: Mixes can be designed to support bumblebees, natural

enemies of pests and parasitic wasps (www.gwct.org.uk/flowersforbees).
Select plant species appropriate for the soil type and climate; seed companies
can tailor mixes to your conditions. If plants already occur on the farm, thisis
- a good guide to their likely successful establishment or source local green hay
;:b-f T e as another option. Grasses can be induded but usually establish anyway. [ft
Establishment: Having too thick a cover of weeds can prevent wildflowers |
;s : 8 establishing. To reduce their density, repeat the process of cultivating and |
bt N letting weeds emerge before broadcasting on to a fine seedbed then roll. ‘, .
9@ Sow when warm and into a moist soil, which can be March/April or August/ = o
B September or in-between avoiding dry periods. Seed companies can advise ¥
on seed rates for the site conditions. 3
@ Management: Mow to 4-5cm several times during the first year as soon as
annual weeds start to dominate, though not if yellow rattle has established.
Remove cuttings if there's a lot of debris or mow more frequently and leave
them. In following years cut annually — July/eary August is best to encourage
flowering plants. Avoid cutting all areas at the same time to ensure that g
flowers are constantly present. Removing the cut vegetation is critical
otherwise the debris will smother those carefully nurtured and expensive
wildflowers. Once a few areas have been successfully established then the
green hay can be used to establish new areas.
For a specific list of flowers and a guide to habitat creation and management for
pollinators see www.gwct.org.uk/flowersforbees. 7~
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