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R:es are a very important component of a woodland, but they

Cutting glades
< in woodland can help
breeding warblers as well

"

often get neglected. Most species, induding gamebirds, prefer .
e outer 50 metres of the woodland because it provides more e 2 5 :
¢ food and habitat variety. Research in the 1980s demonstrated that
butterflies were much more likely to be found in woodlands managed
for pheasants, which had wide rides and a variety of shrub species. This
is a classic example of the importance of good game management for
) other wildlife species and is something we can be rightfully proud of.
Austin Weldon is our  TREERS Woodland rides are very much part of a changing environment,
advisor for central so once established they will need maintaining. This is best done on a
England and has little and often basis by cutting on alternate sides every few years to
g‘f-::rﬁl:‘k:::;:ddi‘:;n ensure new growth and a good dense ride edge.
stalking and wildife [ Rides are great places to stand guns on your woodland pheasant
habitat management. drives. Driving the birds over tall trees will make them higher and more
. &l of a challenge, so position rides with shooting in mind.
For more advice please contact us on 01425 651013
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(| Light Is key to woodland rides and the ride should be at least as
wide as the trees are tall to allow light to reach the woodland
/ floor. Ideally It should be much wider than this and don't be
afrald of ending up with a ride that's up to 40 metres wide,
provided the woodland Itself Is big enough to support this. Take
Into consideration the position of the sun, and efforts should be
made to ensure that the ride recelves the sun from the south.
. b T '
Retalning tall trees and thick
cover on the northern side of ' B8 Once you've allowed light In, you
| the wood will keep the woodland [R%d d should start to see an Increase §E="SNB & ¥ opposite sides of the ride In a
R warmer and benefit more wildire. St JEBSSHl in plant species which have been R F staggered formation.
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Having rides which face east, s dormant In the soll. Allowing ‘
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west and south Is a great way of \. Bl these to set-seed is Important for A
giving wildlife more options to .‘_ thelr long-term survival so avold &
choose from. - mowing rides until late summer.




